ABSTRACT The bacterial composition in North Pacific Intermediate Water (NPIW) was investigated in three different years and compared with that in other seawaters around Japan. The results indicated that bacterial composition was surprisingly stable at the same point in a mesopelagic water mass throughout the years and supported previous physicochemical observations that NPIW is distributed to Kumejima, Japan.
2.15) (17) . Default parameters were used for all software programs, unless otherwise stated.
NMDS and abundant OTU results showed that bacterial species composition was quite stable in NPIW at Muroto through seasons and years, indicating that the composition was stable at the same point in a mesopelagic water mass through the years. The results also showed that the composition at Kumejima was closely related to that in NPIW at Muroto, supporting previous physicochemical data that NPIW is distributed to Kumejima.
Characteristically abundant OTUs in (probable) NPIW belonged to Pelagibacteraceae, Piscirickettsiaceae, SAR406, and SAR202. SUP05 bacteria (18) (19) (20) (21) seemed to be highly abundant in probable NPIW at Suruga.
Data availability. The sequences used were deposited in the DDBJ Sequence Read Archive under the accession numbers listed in Table 1 .
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